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As you all are aware, on 11 March 2020 the World l.{ealth Organization (WH0)

declared the COVID-19 outbreak a global pandemic with number of cases increasing
exponentiztlly.'I'here are now Inore than 14.9,000 cases in l-4.7 countrjes, and more than
5,600 deaths. 'l'he global scenario is evolving ancl there cor.rlcl be otlrer countries that
may be affected,

ln light of'the rapid spread of the Covid-19 across Europc and the USA, President
'l'rump has declared national enrergency. AIt travels from Europe (Except rhe UK) to the
tJSA have been suspended. Travel advisories are also in place for foreign nationals
visiting the L.lSA, Iiurope and other affected countries of Asia. Some European countries
have even shut down their airports to prevent furthcr spread of the disease.

Panic has also gripped the tJN. Ilarlier, in ern unirreceleittcd ntove, UN mceting.s
have been cancelled, postponed or scaled down limiting par.-rcruation to New York arid
Geneva-basecl delcgates only. On Friday tlN has issued an aclvisory asking all tiN staff
menrl:ers to worl< remotely from home. This ',viil be in effect frorn L6 March 2020. A
possible conlplcte loclcdown of the entire UN buildings for all seerns irnrninent. Growing
number of UN Missions have notified closure in addition to those who have optecl to
work fiom home following detcction of covlD cases among the uN fanrily.

Considering that thc global COVIDlg scenario is getting worse, I request all
government officials to defer, repeat defer any travel relating to UN meetings until
the situation improves and a clearance fiom respective Ilangladesh Missions is receivccl.
At the sanre time, I strongly recommend planning any future visit in consultation with
our Permattent Missions (New Yorl< & Genevaj, Non-essential forelgn travels are also
d iscou ragcd.

lve will l<eep you updated as and when we recc"ive l'urther information.

All Senior Secretaries/ Secre[aries
Government of IJangladesh
Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary
Private Secretary to the Principal Secretary
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